Women have better verbal memory, and higher rates of resting regional cerebral blood¯ow (rCBF). This study examined whether there are also sex dierences in the relationship between verbal episodic memory and resting rCBF. Twenty eight healthy right-handed volunteers (14 male, 14 female) underwent a neuropsychological evaluation and a Positron Emission Tomography (PET)
Introduction
A consistent ®nding in the neuropsychological literature is that women are better on some verbal, and men are better on some spatial tasks [27, 32] . In addition, women tend to perform better on verbal learning and recall tasks including the logical memory subtest of the Wechsler Memory Scale [24] , and list learning on the California Verbal Learning Test [29] , and the Rey Auditory Verbal Learning Test [5] . On list learning tasks women utilize better learning strategies, resulting in greater information retrieval across learning and delay trials [29] . This female superiority has been documented in children [30] , and appears to increase with age [5] . The purpose of this study is to determine whether sex dierences in verbal episodic memory are accompanied by dierent patterns of correlations between memory and resting regional cerebral blood ow (rCBF) in frontal, temporal, and limbic brain regions.
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